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stern, destruction thus staring you in the face. The people
of the Masulah boats are however so clever, and by long
experience know so well, in fact to a foot, where the break
of the surf will happen, that they run to the very edge
without encountering it. Accidents do sometimes occur
from various causes, in which cases the boat either fills and
sinks, or turns broadside to the surf and is inevitably over-
set, in both which dilemmas you have no chance of salvation
except from your own skill in swimming, or being picked up by
the Catamarans. Going towards the shore is not attended
with the same degree of risk because you are pursuing the
same course as the surf does, whereas in going off you meet
the enemy directly in your teeth. The boat people watch
between the surfs until they see it has broken three or
four times heavily in the same place, then make a dart
and pull over the swell ere it has renewed its strength so
as to break. We all three felt happy when we were fairly
over it, and we had the satisfaction to see that our boat
was better managed than two others that put off at the
same time we did, both continuing between the first and
second surfs until long after we passed the outer one. Of
course we kept the promise Chisholme had made, and
liberally rewarded the Masulah and Catamaran people.

We reached the ship a little after eight o'clock in tne
morning. At two in the afternoon our good Captain came
on board in the "accommodation" boat, as it is called, which
belongs to Government, and is always lent to persons of rank
and consequence. Formerly it was sometimes lent to Com-
manders of Indiamen, when they were treated with more
attention and respect than of late. The seats of this boat are
broader and lower than the common Masulahs, a larger com-
plement of rowers who are decently clothed, and in every res-
pect better fitted up, though perhaps not a bit safer. Indeed,
I have understood she has oftener met with accidents than
any other. A very serious one occurred lately, in which
the Colonel of De Meuron's German regiment, with a child
and two servants, going off to a ship in which they were to
have proceeded to Europe, all perished, the boat being